Jonah Chapter 3:  Running with God
 

Introduction:  Chapter 3 of Jonah is the account of the greatest revival ever recorded.  In Baptist history, we often think of revivals as tent meetings with lots of emotion and clamour, with a visiting evangelist.  I suppose there may have been revivals such as those that produced spiritual good, but normally, if we can schedule it in a calendar it is a church event, not a revival.  A revival is fresh moving of the Spirit of God which manifests itself in a renewed zeal for prayer, bible study, personal righteousness, evangelism, and loving acts of service.  Without the Spirit of God, there can be no revival.  We can not predict His sovereign moving, but there are some characteristics of true revivals which we see in Jonah Chapter 3, which have also been apparent in America's great revivals under the preaching of men like George Whitefield and Jonathan Edwards.

 

Transition:  All true revivals are marked by:

 

I.  Faithful preaching and hearing of the Word of God.  

 

     A.  Faithful preaching:  Delivering God's message under the power of the Holy Spirit is a must.  Jonah delivered the message God gave him.  His experience in the whale must also have been a help.  He would have looked frightening with bleached skin and hair.  It is also likely that news of his story preceded him to Nineveh, so that coupled with his appearance gave him immediate credibility.  Whether Jonah actually died inside the whale and was brought back to life, or whether he survived for the duration within the whale, Jonah was actually, or for all intents and purposes dead.  This would have enabled him to deliver a powerful message about being dead and then brought back to life, or at least being very near death and being rescued by God.  We too should faithfully proclaim in our modern culture that we were once dead in sin, but now by the grace of God we are alive in Christ: resurrected unto new life!

 

     B.  Faithful hearing:  Faithful preaching, if it is not accompanied by faithful hearing, can not produce a revival.  Jeremiah was God's chosen prophet with God's chosen message, but even after 40 years not one convert!  Why?  Though he was faithfully preaching, no one was faithfully hearing.  The Spirit needs to empower the speaking AND the hearing.  Chapter 3 of Jonah tells us that when Jonah spoke, the people of Nineveh "believed God."  It does not say that they believed Jonah.  They apparently recognized his message as the real deal.  They faithfully heard the Word of God.  I believe those Ninevites are in heaven.  Some have argued that it was a temporary things, but the text says that they "believed God".  Genesis 15:6 says that "Abram believed God, and it was credited to him (Abram) as righteousness."  I believe that the Ninevites believed God, and it was also credited to them as righteousness.  Romans 10:17 says that "Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God."

 

Transition:  Faithful preaching and faithful hearing results in:

 

III.  Faith and Repentance:  Repentance in turning from sin.  Faith is turning toward Jesus Christ.  These are inseperable graces; graces meaning that they are gifts from God.  Repentance is a work of God (Romans 2:4, and 2Timothy 2:25).  Faith is also a work of God (ICorinthians 2:14, and John 6:44).  

 

Conclusion:  If this message from the Word of God has been faithfully proclaimed today, have we all faithfully HEARD it?  Could the Spirit of God be changing us, refreshing us, and renewing us?  Are we in a state of spiritual revival?  My suggestion is that we each go to our own homes, kneel down and draw a circle around ourselves on the floor with chalk.  From there we need to pray that God will bring renewed interest in prayer, bible study, personal righteousness, evangelism, and loving acts of service to everyone IN THAT CIRCLE.  In other words, each of us:  individually.  When God accomplishes that revival will have begun.

