Jonah Chapter 2:  Running to God
 

Introduction:  When Jonah was turning his back on God, it did not seem to bother him much that he had abandoned God.  But suddenly when Jonah was thrown overboard, he found himself in the position of being abandoned by God, and he did not like this at all.  We find Jonah in the belly of a great sea creature, no longer running from God, but running to God in prayer.  Jonah's prayer displayed honesty, penance, and thanksgiving.  These are great attributes after which we can and should model our prayers.

 

I.  Honesty:  Jonah did not blame the sailors for throwing him overboard to calm the seas in the midst of the great storm.  Rather he said to God, "Thou has cast me into the deep." (verse 3)  Did he blame the ocean or the elements for the storm?  No, he says to God "Thy billows and Thy waves passed over me." (verse 3)  Jonah was admitting that ultimately it is God who is in control.  Not the sailors, not the circumstances, not Jonah and his own ideas...God is the one in control orchestrating the entire event.

 

II.  Penance:  Penance means 3 things:  Confession of sin, sorrow over sin, and repentance from sin.  Perhaps sincerety is an adequate synnonym.  In Jonah's case we see that he was sincere in that even while acknowledging that everything that had happened to him was caused by God, he was nevertheless responsible and deserved it.  That is the meaning of verse 8, "Those that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy."  A 'lying vanity' is when we vainly think that our way is best; even better than God's way.  Any such idea that turns us away from God, turns us away from His mercy.  A truly sincere heart before the Lord not only confesses sin, but also experiences sorrow over that sin, and stops the sinful behavior.  To illustrate, when you are lost, you can't just wander aimlessly hoping to arrive at the right destination.  You must turn around and go back to the place where you made the wrong turn, and proceed in the right direction.

  

III.  Thanksgiving:  The apostle Paul told the Thessalonians to "pray continually", and he told the Philippians to present their requests to God with thanksgiving.  What could Jonah, in the midst of the ocean awaiting death, possibly be thankful about?  Even though he had no reason to believe that he woul make it out of the whale alive, he was thankful that he had found the grace of God once again.  He knew that at least spiritually (even if not physically) he was saved.  He said in verse 9, "Salvation is of the Lord."

 

Conclusion:  Finding grace should be an even greater blessing to us because we understand it better in our time, because we live on this side of the cross.  One author has described grace as a way to persuade man to accept God...I completely disagree.  Grace is, rather, the only way a holy God can accept sinful man.  In prayer be honest, sincere, and give thanks.

