Jonah chapter 1:  Running from God
Introduction:  When running from God, Jonah comes to learn that obedience and safety are closely linked (For believers today the same holds true:  there is truly no safety apart from obedience to the Lord).  Spurgeon once said, "God will never allow His children to sin successfully."  God gives Jonah a clear command and then verse 3 betrays Jonah's folly... "But Jonah".  Jonah thought he had a better idea than God.  Verse 4 begins with "Then the Lord", introducing the theme of the book of Jonah:  God's sovereignty.  Even when his people rebel, God will have His way.

Transition:  There are many lessons for us to glean from this chapter.

I.  Disobeience always involves others in peril:  (verses 3-5) Jonah was told to go to the northeast to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria and preach to them.  He headed to the port at Joppa, and secured passage on a ship headed for Tarshish, considered the westernmost part of the world.  The lives of the sailors on board that ship ended up being jeopardized because of that one man's disobedience.  This was not without precedence in Scripture.

I Chronicles chapter 21 tells of a time when King David sinned greatly.  Israel was nearly always in a state of conflict with another nation, and David should have learned to put his trust in God, not in horses and charriots and men.  Rather than trusting God (and perhaps as a matter of pride) David called for a census to be taken.  Through the prophet Gad, God delivered a message to David that he would be punished for his disobedience.  Bottom line, 70,000 Israelites died because of David's lack of trust.

II.  Why do we disobey God?:  Instinctively we simply do not like to be told what to do.  We would rather do things our way.  Jonah also hated the Assyrians (with some justification, they were cruel and murderous).  Racism was a part of the issue

III.  How did Jonah deal with his disobedience?:  (verses 7-12) Some might consider Jonah heroic in his actions.  Verse 12, "Throw me overboard and the water will become calm."  I just do not see it that way.  First, Jonah was sleeping below deck.  He could have said once arriving in Tarshish "God I was sleeping, the sailors brought me here!"  Also, and most importantly, his request to be thrown overboard was not an act of courage, but cowardice.  Jonah's actions proved that he would rather die than do what God had asked him to do.  He would rather die, than be a source of blessing to the Assyrians.

 

 

IV.  How did God deal with this disobedience?:  (Verse 9)  Jonah ran from God because he did not want to preach to pagans.  In verse 9 what does Jonah end up doing on the ship?  Preaching to pagans!  Remember, we said in the introduction that the primary theme of the book of Jonah is God's sovereignty.  Even when His children are disobedient, God will have His way.  And so on the vessel of his escape, on the very symbol of his disobedience Jonah is found doing what God had called him to do (although it was not in Nineveh, yet).

 

 

V.  What did God do with Jonah?:  God allowed Jonah to disobey, for a time.  He did not send the tempest right away.  If there is something God has called us to do and we run from it; if there is some sin in which we persist, God will not send the trials or plagues...at least not right away, but they will come.

 

 

VI.  What was the result of God having his way, eventually?:  Comparing verses 5, 10, and 16, we see the spiritual progress of the sailors.  God found a way to turn Jonah's disobedience into a blessing for others.  I tend to believe I will see these sailors in heaven.

 

Conclusion:  Have you ever, like these sailors, made a vow to God?  Perhaps you have done so in the midst of a trial but then forgotten about it once the danger had passed.  Do you need to pray more, read the bible more, give more, love more?  Are there wrongs you need to make right?  Let us commit ourselves to these things and make our vows irrevocable.  In chapter 1, God worked not so much through Jonah as in spite of Jonah.  God can also work in spite of who we are, and in spite of what we do, but don't you think it would be better to have God work through you?

